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SANSKRIT POETRY.

. J & B

o bry,?? saye ffaziell, ¢%ia the langnage of the
imapination and the paswions, It relates to whatover
m1s 05 1mmediate pleasure of pain to the homan nund
Its exntenee may  therefore be co cval weth the
primary in-titetion of society, st even waith the first
creat'on of man.  Hia earliest «fJurts wonld indeed,
consist of uneonnected and separate jueers without sny
syatematic armangement. Fint of ally the marsddlous
wnd pigantic powet of the elements, and the spl pdid
appearam e of the heavenly  bodies —the  wsible
symbals of the nvisibie and infimie, wortld strike his
wind,  The cxploits and prowess of the forourset
JSew, shring pre-eminently ever therr fullow-brethien,
and dazzhing  their eyex Iy a  charming bnlliar ey,
weuld e fl to prduce their cfiect.  Hence wonll
naturally spring {wn sorts ol poelry, the first consisting
of byims adiresacd to end apmng the glory and
[row or of the viable dettice, and through them cxtolling
Lhe st rious prtency of the Ommpotent | and the
secomd cumpredr nding short Inil vls and senpw, cele-

+ brating the vaplints andd niventures of some  fayonrite

hiro It witld be Jong belvre systematie and econtis
nued preees sonld be enginated  Sistemt s the work
of time, the yrulnetwon of mature judpment and con-
sutmmate renius,

The Gireeks had no lymns amd balliads before the
tnanortl futher of thewr porays tunched his barp, His
maghty and  grazping gentus could  handly noasin
content with a few poor scrapa and seattered patehes,
which had gatisfed bis predecessors He at cnes lard
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POCTIE, and lhﬂllg‘h characterizod 1‘.1-} hmﬂt}*‘ Pﬁrﬂplfﬂuf
runs throogh every vetn of his poetry,  flis descriptions
are  alwiyy  trie te mature, hs  delineation ol
charucters futhful to the nunotest point , his similies
wre  everywhere appropriate, natural and  beautiful,
Natore }H‘!dﬂl to him nrs « gf[:th brikie, and ever
rematned  fasthful,  The deschipticn of the ovean, of the
[orest ocenery aml the hermitage of the siges therem,
1y the 13th Cato of the Raghurvanshar:, when Kams
riturie] hoame from Lanka —the parting  scene of
Loabshmany syu the l4th, tlewwing Sua, the queen of
Ramz, alone and helpless an the wildernews, 4 prey tn
the hawling beasts, and crying sloud hle a fmghtened
Kurart ,—ihe sudden  and wonderful  appuamnee, at
midnight, of the goddess ol Ayotkyo, before Kuska
«leeptng 1 bis apartment with  doors all  barred and
clorerd, and  her desenption of desorted  Ayodiya,
':rnphmall_-, contrasted with her former glory and
beauty .—the moat Tuthful delineation of the acts of
the madens of Dudares, cager to fent their eyus wuk
the might of Asa in the Tth Cante of Raghuranihar and
of thise of Qshadhiprasivz, when Siva advanced thtough
thit eymtal in myeriage procesaon, in the Yo Canta
of Rumarag; the discourse of Siagin the dicguise of an
asectic. and Parvaft submitting  herelf to bard aurien-
ties to gain s fivour . —and the sivid dﬂfcnptmnu T
the Meghadula, are amuorg the master-preces in the
Langunge.

Another rare quehity clisvacterizes his puctry., lie
could dehinete, maithin the shorest corapiss 1maginable,
subjects which had oecupred volumes 1n the hands of
vthers, and yet would pot lesie out a single prowinent
fwct in lus  descriptions, Hix  epithets are  aluways
appropriate and full of meaning, and he seldom usw
particles merely ta Bl up the corse,
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The style of the Airalarrusivam of Dirrart 14 el
174l and elhvborate, It B nag ﬁw ity awf the
Ragheoasshrm, nor s mabirdd steuctare Tha peeniar
chamcteristic of Bharars writin pe the great eetnbon
«ttrm of matter. Ahmosl every line of ki poctry By
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Krishna and Balarama i the 2nd Book, and the quaint
reproaches of Shuthupala 1o the 15th, show  preat artistie
shall 1n the nuthor and are excellent i their own way,

Bat 1t was Sni-flarska, whe, 10 his Aqushadha-
Charilam, carricd refinentents 0 thewr utmost extras
vagrance so a8 o make them blemushes  His pomius was
ton sharp to Leep the tonder graces of Poetry unhurt,
There wne no liw to hik  umapgination—it huew by
bonads. Hia horses, too ambitious to rest s1tishied with
the whele space of earth for their range, must dry the
ncean with the dust of ther hoofd to have n wider
scope fur their counnt  The moon had the grew =
[ortune to part with a portton of the bnghtnesy of hur
orl fur the formation of the fiee of Damayantt by the
great creator, and hence the dark spots wn her disd,
Such unnatural exaggerations abound in the proat
worh of Sri-flarsha  Bul his descniptions, argumcnts
and dixeourses stiew maths of o TeTy  sharp inteib oL
preat  pemuns, conszmmate shill amd mosi  profound
bearming

The Raghava-Pundaviyam of Kavwieara, a firilicy
refinement upon the filew taste of the great masters, is o
worh of little meriy, containg less yoetry, and 1s noted
only for 1s verbid ingenusty, afl 1ty clokas bearnng a
dauble sense throughout the poein,

The  Sansknit  poetry  graduaily  degenerated
into were verbal gquibbles and  pompous bombastic
trash «

The ‘Sugared’.pastoral eongs of gut “Heney-tnngued’
Jayadeaa are exceptions, amd they are Lthe the unly neces

-

# These liad ite origioal I s'chan ike Kumer I, 35, Conlinoal
improvenenta upon  reepective masters Jed ty  these mamrsbly
condcita
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Thoe style of the Kiralarfuniyam of Bharasi is clss

wal and eliborate, [t has not the aimplicidy of the
Kaghuvansham, nor its natoral steuctare. The peculiar
characteristic of Bharavs writings is the great conden-
sition of mattern Almost every line of hie poelry may
formy the subject of an esuy. The grear wosk of
Bharavi marks a new Epoc‘h iy Snakrit poelry.

In him, for the first time, fur once at least—viz, o
Canto XV—the genmine fouches of true and sunpic
poetry are repliced by ostentatious displiy of lenrning
and tngenmity , ahd the false taste i carrred faather by
hes imuzators and Successory in poetry,

They possewed great powers of desenption, bal
they knew not where and when to stop. Thar descrip-
tiony and disconrses nre sometimes tor long to attres
th- attention of the readera, Some of them carry their
r iremienty too o, apd to o an eXtrasapnRree qﬂﬂ#
th vond the region af true poctry, )

The Bhatte-avyam 1aa work of great ment, avag
t L UMb, antd | SELATE AR grf-lt grﬂmmutwll inrrrnt
ber pel The deseppion  of Antumn,  bpemng the
i ofie ﬂ:iixh af e work, s oo pacel ent ]l;l e of pociry,
ansd of. rla?r. e thitt the authur [ur.!*lu-“ml i EF]
tetursd poworg. anl s bigh paetical genus, bt unbir
tinalily, b ol b was to Learle  grammar threugh

tey ated b waa thefulore cFep furcetl b Ao
THAVERNE & LE

6 on the Lo bor 4 the atop mcal ragd
i rourel

n*ﬂr ‘f;i’fffﬁ'.ﬁ'{‘fﬁ"f:: iifl"f*ﬂ'rﬂf 1'1'1'. JIJP-'f-‘&-:F v Al Hn.l*."’ﬂ.l S i}f
Eiorararyanrydm of Fhargel, s desaorsy b s are elien
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Elrgezdiva Imfrquqnfrl bikiy e {ia $Jo 37 A L Eehy
| r br:i!‘ I:’IE the f.nifale -I-’”] & it & “’jﬂ' | H.{'HJ{! i3
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eecanr with the dua of thar hoeefa L by, ;;&,f
reopre Tre thor coure The moan hind (he Erest am .
Oinune O patt with & porttate oF the biriehinpm I Loy
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of the kind in Sapskrit poctry., They flow i1n soft and |
hqurd strain. They are, indeed, as the poet basls |
sweeter than nectar, softer than the softest femipine
praces, and more musical than the harmonions tuwe of

the Fiénn,

I purposely omitted to mentwon the pame of the
Nalodaya ascribed to Ralidasa. 1 peed hardly remuk,
that as a pectical werk, it is of bltle merit, eontains

mere verpal pngennity, and 1¢ not at all worthy of ths
nime of the greatesy of Sanskrit banmls, It v perds)
the work of a Aalidasa, who lived long after his orh-
Lrated numnesthe,

Sanshrit poelry Is very poor in prose prodections
I shill burely mention the names of the only thre
which can be clissed with poetry, These are 7
Dasha-Rumara.-Charttam of Sr1 Dandin, the Raian-
vart  of Vawa Bhatla and  ghe Pasaradfatla ¥
Dubingi,

The dreirmstie liternture of a epuntry {s rmporfatl
atad irteereqting not only from a [ttrenry ard p:'nlrl-
hapiend putnt of view, but alin as iB thraws Iight oh
the wannery and ecustnme of the peapls, on the atale
of I‘thrr.‘-n anil I'lhfll"-i'l‘flh:?' nf the fime, rlﬂi! in !h ref,
Jnt tha epernt Listory of the nation, S 1T ﬁl}ﬂf!#.ﬂ'
says ol Wilson, “for which un gnment duabed Ay
bz stadicd are gts phiiufugy aridd §13 hteewturs, or bhi
arty afil gesppicnn, the notion aml paoters, the htuey
anck b et of the people by whom 415 was paken.
Farto«whie Leanchea of gomapimitian mdy be prefonitly
wteavarsd for the dae aodoestandiog of aerl ol theow
enbprty, Lt thers ie oo one sy whaoh wll by
Eoated Ve enbricn s many pitrpimses 34 the et
The o a 21w sapare fromg mpapis o wltburgre, o dhe
oty riset, fpoef orcdirety e L2 tha hl,.:hrﬂt f il arienis

et du T 'l - ¥
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every known protuct nfnrt,unr'ﬂ Rs every ohsenvable
phensmenon of nature, The mwanners and  ficling of
the people are delineated living amd breathing before
o=, atsd history and rehymon furmsh the wost important
end inlereating topues to the band, Wherever, therefore,
there exnts & dramatie Litorature, 1t mnst be pre-
cment!y entitled ta the attention of the philosopher
&% will as the phabl ypist, of the man of general hiterary
taste xe well ax the prof saumal scholir.”

The drama of the Hindus 13 es<entially their own
i1tz orpmnal-=borroved from no other natwon ancient
or modern It budmgs to thal clss of dramatic htera-
ture vhich modern Furopean echolirs  have  termed
Romantic, \n opposition to mhat has been atyled Classs-
cal, Scilegel retaaths,—*The onply specimen of thewr
-4y hitherto known to us, 18 the delightful Shakuntale,
which, potwithstandiog the toreign colounng of its
natine elimate, bears 1o ats  gencral structare such a
strihing resemblanes to our owm romantic drama, that
we night bepelimed to suepeet, we owe this recems-
Llwnee ta  the preddection foe Shakesfeare, entertaaned
by the Lugleh transiater Sir W, Jones, if hia fidelny
were notb stlested by ather learned onentahists”

The number of Sansknt dmmas, noa cxtant, 1¢
indeed vers small; when compared with the theatre
of other netions  Dut this 1s probably ewing to the 1n-
frequency of thetr representations, and to the general
negloct of this department of liternture by the learned,
*They scem to harve been ascted only on zolemn and
rublic oeeazions.” * Nombers  doublless are lost, and
only those of peeuliur ment bave come down tous;
ane ‘“that the Hinda theatre 13 only partially repre-
sented by the surviiving  epecunens, 1s proved Ly the
fict, that ovne of the Eﬂrhtﬂt of lhmr ph}'s !ha I"’;h,;.

-y s — 1#--.
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former divisions. They are of the same pature with
the Moralities of the old English stage—only mote

developed.

1 have mentioned before, the numerical pavcuty of
the Hindu dramas, To each of the two greatest
masters of the art, Kalidasa and Bhavabhull, are
ascribed only three pieces. Ve have, indeed, no An/s-
phanes whose fertile genits could produce three hundred
and sixty-five comedies, nor a giant Lope de Vega, b€
mcredible number of whose dramatic compositiens
astounds humanrity, and the lightning flash of whos
genius could extend to a thousand lines, while walking
in his garden. I am quite in the dark about the ment
of these wonderful productions, but of this I am s,
that Sanskrit drama loses little by the smallness of the
number of works. Its quality fully compensates 8
quantity. Moreoser, the unique combination in Al
dasa of the epic genus with the dramatic—each un-
surpassed if not unequalled by any other poet of aay
other nation, has no parallel, as far as [ am aware, in
the deselopment of the poetry of any other language,

Many ot the earllest Banakrit dramas are certainly
lost. 1he oldest specimen extant o!f the Hindu theatrs
is (bt JMrichhakanka attributed to the royal poet
Shudrata wbom tradition places 1o the first century
before Christ  That the work 15 of copsderable anli-
quity, ta proved by wterual evidence, and by the
structure of the style which 3 charactetized by the
stimplicty of an early aze, and has pot the elaborate

polish of later times,

Next we come to Aaludasa, the prince of Sanskrit
bard,to whose immortal gennes are ascribed three drama-
tie piccey Iyt —The Abhkiynana-Shakunl tlam the great-
et awertest and Aot drama In the lipraaer= 2ol a-




( 13 )

charmy, reminding us of the fury scones of Skakesfrare in
hrs Medsumtmer Nipht'sa Dream, 3Ird —Tue Malacthkagm
tiidra, That the first 1wo are the genuine producu s s
of the rame hand, thers )8 no revson Lo donlit “the anb
ject of cach 13 taben frain herme mythol oy, apd a poyval
demigod and a nymph of more than human moukd nee the
hern and heroine of eathep , there 1o the same vivacrty of
desciption and tendernemi of feching sn both , the hike
Jolieate branty in the thoughte and extreme elrganee
the atyle * The Malavikapaimitra 1p a wourh of infirior
metit, Thera ia doult whether it i the prodnction o
the favoured child of Saragmwate “*The wnternal evnlvns
sayve P'rof,  Wilsor, 'Ys adverse to the drums’a baang th
work of the anthor of Skakunials and Vikramorrash
There is peither the eame welady 16 Lhe vorwe, nor funcy
m the thoughta,”

Bhavabkuti s vecond only to Kalricts in this depat
ment of poetry. To*him nivo are  attrihaied the
dramas, =the  Untara-Rama-Charitam, e  Mala
Mathaoa, and the Makavera charda, The peeuline
werit of his poetry s the suldimuy of dewcriptions ad
minute anslyeis of the sfleclionvmguahtics vanly wet
with in the productions of other Sansknt bardw Tha
airie s plasden), and though elalurate, 1 not defuamed
by extravsgant refinements iy des niptions of moan
thi peenery are Inghly preturcsque and  traly prand
ILia glowing delimention of the sibos of the Dawdata
ranya,~ here shiming 6 tunder green—there ook
demal with ther vort and drvary e3tont —and fesounds
ing in places with the phing of the watetfullv | and
Litw deretiplime of the traneparent nlls mouny pesly
slong, with their buoke  shaded with groves of oanes
AN tn&#t’-& sablin.e ard romantic  The [u‘httm 3 42 N

S e oo R R

» Wilsa's Himl'u h}ﬁrm
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dent and every thought in 1t, is barrowed from his pre
decessors, The Dhurla-nartaka, the FHasyarnava s
the Kaulnka-sarvaswa aro comic pieces or farces, being
satirical attacks, the first upon the Skagiva ascetics, the
second upon the licentious Brahmans nssuming the
character of religrous mendicants, and the third upon
princes who addict themselves to sensuality and fail 1o
patronize learning

Even the present century is not altogether barren of
Dramatic cowpositions. But the productions cause only
incredible labour wn thewr buth, and are either born hios
leas, or suffer a muserable Iifs to tho great uncasiness
of thotr parents,

1 shall conclude with a few remarks onih®
Hanumana nataka or the Mihka or great Valaks asib i3
emphatieally ealled, 1t 1 evidently tho work of saverdd
hﬂl‘hh, the different frugmentq put tﬂgﬂthﬂr, ﬂrmngﬂ"{‘
and formed into an entiro whole { most probably ) by
Damodara Mishra, at the command of Bhora, The
peem contains paswnges of genune pockry, bub gt has
no consistence with the principles ot drama. Thero 1
no mention of entrance ot exit, amd the poel himwll
13 the apeaker tn gsoveral plices,

" e -
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